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Small changes. //
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Big results. —




The strongest essays start with a clear,
focused point that answers the question
directly. Be specific and avoid general

statements.

Question: How does Shakespeare present ambition
in Macbeth?
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Macbeth is ambitious.

Try:

Shakespeare presents ambition in Macbeth as a
dangerous force that corrupts and isolates.

' : Top tip: Every point you make should be something

you can develop with evidence and analysis.




USE EMBEDDED QUOTATIONS
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Seamlessly weave your quotations into your
sentences. This shows control, helps your
reading flow and keeps your focus on
analysis — not just evidence.

Text: A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
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Instead of:

Dickens describes Scrooge as “a squeezing, wrenching,
grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner”.
This shows he is greedy.

Dickens’ use of the harsh alliteration in “a squeezing,
wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old
sinner” creates a vivid image of greed that the reader
instantly dislikes.

Top tip: Lead into your quotation and
follow it with analysis that explains
the effect.
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ANALYSE METHODS,

A NOT JUST MEANING

Identify the writer's methods and
explore how they shape meaning

and influence the reader.
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Text: Jekyll and Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
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The description of Hyde is scary.
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Stevenson uses short, sharp sentences and
disturbing adjectives like “deformed” and “sinister”

to create a sense of horror and unease.

out to the effect it creates.
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&) THINK BEYOND THE 0BVIOUS

Go deeper. Consider why the writer
made their choices and what ideas
they want to explore. Ask yourself:
o) what is this revealing about human
(o) nature, society or the world?

Text: An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley

Instead of:

Priestley shows that Eva Smith is important.

Try:

By never showing Eva Smith directly, Priestley makes her a
symbol of every young person ignored by society, forcing
the audience to feel collective responsibility.

Top tip: Look for the bigger picture -

themes, messages and ideas that matter.




- PRACTISE EXPLAINING,
" NOT SPOTTING
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It's not enough to spot a quotation
or method. You must explain

how it works and why it

matters to the reader.

Text: Macbeth by William Shakespeare

Instead of:

Macbeth says, “Out, out, brief candle!” This shows life is short.
Try:

In “Out, out, brief candle!”, Macbeth’s repetition and
short, abrupt phrases reflect his despair and show

how guilt has stripped life of meaning.

Top tip: Use the formula
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(To the reader / to the theme / to the writer’s message)
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A FINAL REMINDER

Small, consistent improvements
lead to strong, confident essays.

Keep reading, keep practising,
and keep asking good questions.

Build your analysis layer by layer
— depth comes with practice.

You've got this. Every effort you put in
now makes a difference.

Want more /ne(o like This?
Download my free resources
designed for parents and students.
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